
HUMAN RIGHTS 

How to promote human rights through literature and a simulation? 

This simulation is adapted to 12 – 14 years old students. 

English “full immersion simulation” will be impossible; that is why Spanish activities are 

also included.  

                                                                                       

- Resources: Amazing Grace, Mary Hoffman. 

http://vimeo.com/6347953 (1:40 – 6:20 min)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWzIfz5SKZQ  

 

 

- Simulation design: 

o Briefing + scenario: text.  

 Year: 1st or 2nd Secondary School 

 Set the teams (two boys and two girls): leaders, secretaries… 

 Games (In these games the teacher will see if the roles have 

been properly assigned): 

 Bomb: Try to lift the bomb (a clock) with ropes without 

touching it and before it explodes. 

 Survey: prejudices (Questions sheet): students have to 

work in groups of four in order to choose only one 

answer sheet per team among the four possibilities.  

 Webquest: Human Rights  

http://store.tigweb.org/files/WorldVision-GEAR.pdf 
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Prejudices/ Human rights GAME 

 Activities about the short story Amazing Grace (ATTACHMENT 1) 

 Scenario (explain what the action will be and set the simulations, 

giving some material to start working on) 

 You are campers in a summer camp with your 

classmates. You are in a faraway camp site surrounded 

by nature and far from the closest village. You will have 

to spend ten days there, cut off from society. 

 

You will be on your own, so you will have to do all the 

everyday chores: cooking, washing up, cleaning, doing 

http://vimeo.com/6347953
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWzIfz5SKZQ
http://store.tigweb.org/files/WorldVision-GEAR.pdf


the laundry or even organizing your own leisure 

activities, such as sport.  

 

There is no drinking water in the premises, and the 

amount of water for everyday needs is limited. 

Therefore, you will have to think of your real water needs 

and avoid wasting it. 

 

o Action: summer camp. Simulation: 

1. Role assignment: 

Person in charge Tasks/Activities 

 Leisure (football) 

 Cooking 

 Laundry 

 Carrying drinking water 

       

Person in charge Tasks/Activities 

 (Girl) Leisure (football) 

(Boy) Cooking 

(Boy) Laundry 

(Girl) Carrying drinking water 

 

2. Task performance:  

a. All the people in charge of the same task will have to decide how 

they are going to best perform their task and work together to carry 

it out. E.g. cooking, doing laundry, etc. for all the campers. 

 

o Debriefing: group discussion 

In an assembly, we reflect on two different issues: 

1. Role assignment: On the one hand, how were your roles assigned in 

your first group? Was there a leader who established the 

responsibilities? Did you vote? Did you choose them at random? 

How did you reach an agreement? 

 

Once the roles/responsibilities were assigned, how did you organize 

your task within your “experts” team? Was there a leader who said 

who did what? Did you vote? Did you choose them at random? 

 



2. Task performance: On the other hand, in your first team, if there 

was a leader, was it a boy or a girl? Did you have any problems when 

assigning the tasks to the team members? Do you consider some 

tasks to be typically female or male? 

 

And in your second team, if there was a leader, was it a boy or a 

girl? Did you have any problems when assigning the tasks within the 

team? Did the boys easily accept the girls’ decisions in the team? 

 

 

  3 . Reflections on the proper use of water  

        http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/world-water-day-2014-theme-key-facts- 

   events-around-world-1441370 

  or  http://www.nl.gob.mx/?P=sadm_dia_mundial_agua 

3. Amazing Grace question sheet 

4. Optional :poetry “ coal” by  Audre Lorde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/world-water-day-2014-theme-key-facts-
http://www.nl.gob.mx/?P=sadm_dia_mundial_agua


............................................................................................................................................ 

ATTACHMENT 1 

- Teaching Plan about Amazaing Grace 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/amazing-grace-teaching-plan  

Grace is a girl who loves to hear stories and then act out the most exciting 

parts. Grace learns that her class is about to stage the play Peter Pan, and she 

knows just which part she wants to play. But, when she raises her hand to try 

out for the part of Peter, Grace's classmates tell her she can't play the part 

because she's a girl and because she's black. With encouragement from those 

who love her most, Grace manages to land the part of Peter, and in doing so, 

proves that she is able to fly above limitations imposed by others. 

Before Reading Amazing Grace 

Ask the students to talk about their favorite pretend games when they were 

younger. Did they play different pretend games when they were together than 

when they were alone? Tell the class that this book is about a girl named Grace 

who loves to pretend that she is the characters she reads about in books. 

After Reading Amazing Grace 

Ask the class to tell what kind of girl they think Grace is. Is she the type of girl 

they would have liked to know and play with as a child? Why or why not? When 

Grace's classmates told her she could not play the part of Peter Pan because she 

was black and because she was a girl, Grace didn't seem bothered by their 

words and she still tried out for the part. But, once she was home, she told her 

family how upset she was. What does this tell us about the kind of girl Grace is? 

 

AMAZING GRACE QUESTION SHEET  

 Grace loves all kinds of stories. Where does she get her stories from?  
 

 Grace also likes to act the stories out. What are some of the parts she 
likes to play? Why do you think she likes these parts? 
 

 What is your favourite story? Why do you like it? 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/amazing-grace-teaching-plan


 Grace uses her imagination to pretend she is different people. What does 
the word ‘imagination’ mean? When do you use your own imagination? 
 

 Grace wants to play Peter Pan. Why do Raj and Natalie say she can’t play 
the part? Do you think they are being fair to Grace by saying this? Why? 
 

 Grace still keeps her hand up. Why doesn’t she put it down again?  
 

 Ma tells Grace that Peter Pan is always played by a girl in pantomime. 
How does Grace feel when Ma tells her this? 
 

 Why do you think Ma starts to get angry when Grace tells her what 
Natalie said? What does Nana say to make things better? 
 

 Nana takes Grace to the theatre. Why do you think she wanted to show 
Grace the ballet dancer? 
 

 Grace dances round the room like the ballet dancer. What has she 
learned about herself by going to the ballet? 
 

 Everyone votes for Grace to be Peter Pan. Why did they choose her?  
 

 Nana says if Grace puts her mind to it she can do anything she wants. 
Grace’s goal is to play Peter Pan. What are some of your goals? Write a 
short story or draw a picture that shows how you would achieve one of 
your goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/171285     

. 

Coal 

BY AUDRE LORDE      

I 

Is the total black, being spoken 

From the earth's inside. 

There are many kinds of open. 

How a diamond comes into a knot of flame    

How a sound comes into a word, coloured    

By who pays what for speaking. 

 

Some words are open 

Like a diamond on glass windows 

Singing out within the crash of passing sun 

Then there are words like stapled wagers 

In a perforated book—buy and sign and tear apart— 

And come whatever wills all chances 

The stub remains 

An ill-pulled tooth with a ragged edge. 

Some words live in my throat 

Breeding like adders. Others know sun 

Seeking like gypsies over my tongue 

To explode through my lips 

Like young sparrows bursting from shell. 

Some words 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/171285


Bedevil me. 

 

Love is a word another kind of open— 

As a diamond comes into a knot of flame 

I am black because I come from the earth's inside    

Take my word for jewel in your open light. 

 

  

 

 

TEAM: 

Alicia Serrano 

Pilar Clemente 

Nino Figueroa 

Clorinda Pezzini 

Maria Blanco 


