
CULTURE TEACHING PLAN

PRE-TEACHING:

With the help of realia sucha as maps, photos, travel guides, etc., the teacher asks questions to 
students to engage them in the topic: British destinations & traffic safety.

1. Have you ever been to the UK?
2. Whereabouts in the UK have you been? What caught your attention the most 

(landscape/weather/buildings/food…)?// Where would you like to go? What do you 
think is the most representative of the UK (landscape/weather/buildings/food…)?

3. Are traffic signs like the ones in Spain?
4. Why do British countries drive on the other side of the road? Why is the steering wheel 

on the right-hand side seat of the car?

Look at the following world map and read a text explaining the story behind the left-hand and 
right-hand traffic. Then discuss about the importance of road safety.

Countries by handedness of traffic:

Right-hand traffic

Left-hand traffic

A DRIVE TO THE PAST

In 1998, archaeologists found a well-preserved track leading to a Roman quarry near
Swindon, England. The grooves in the road on the left side (viewed facing down the 
track away from the quarry) were much deeper than those on the right side. These 
grooves suggest that the Romans drove on the left, at least in this location, since carts 
would exit the quarry heavily loaded, and enter it empty.

Some historians, such as C. Northcote Parkinson, believed that ancient travellers on 
horseback generally rode on the left side of the road. As more people are right-handed, 
a horseman would thus be able to hold the reins with his left hand and keep his right 
hand free—to offer in friendship to passing riders or to defend himself with a sword, if 
necessary.

The history of the keep-left rule can be tracked back to ancient Greece, Egypt and 
Rome, and was more widely practised than right-side traffic. Ancient Greeks, Egyptians 
and Romans adhered to the left side while marching their troops. If two men riding on 
horseback were to start a fight, each would edge toward the left. Thus, they would be 
able to draw swords from their right and uphold a defensive position. Eventually, this 
turned into custom, and later, a law.[42] The keep-left rule was doubtless well-
established in ancient Rome because of congestion in the city. In the city of Rome, 



rules banned wagons and chariots during the day; in other parts of the Empire wheeled 
traffic was banned during the night, so as not to disturb citizens from sleep. Pilgrims 
who wished to visit the city were instructed to keep to the left side of the road. By the 
time the Pope ordered instructions to keep left of the road, this rule was already widely 
used. The regulation has been practised by some countries ever since.

There is a popular story that Napoleon changed the rule of the road in the European 
countries he conquered from keep-left to keep-right. Some justifications are symbolic, 
such as that Napoleon himself was left- (or right-) handed, or that Britain, Napoleon's 
enemy, kept left. Alternatively, troops passing on the left may have been tempted to 
raise their right fists against each other. Forcing them to pass on the right reduced 
conflict. Hence, island nations such as Britain and Japan (using ships to move troops 
around and having less need to move them overland) continued to drive on the left. 

In the late 18th century, the shift from left to right that took place in countries such as 
the United States was based on teamsters’ use of large freight wagons pulled by 
several pairs of horses. The wagons had no driver's seat, so a postilion sat on the left 
rear horse and held his whip in his right hand. Seated on the left, the driver preferred 
that other wagons pass him on the left so that he could be sure to keep clear of the 
wheels of oncoming wagons. He did that by driving on the right side of the road. 

Decisions by countries to drive on the right typically centre on regional uniformity. 
There are historical exceptions, such as postilionriders in France, but such historical 
advantages do not apply to modern road vehicles.

TEACHING:

Each group looks for information on the destination they’ve got on the card they’ve been given 
by the teacher. They have to create a little presentation including a photo of the 
monument/landscape/building /destination and a short descriptive text.

They also have to locate their destination on the UK map.

After seeing all the group presentations, we display all the photos provided by the students 
and one student reads one of the descriptions at random. His/her classmates must guess what 
place is being described and remember its location on a blank map.

Once the map is completed with all the different locations, students will look up the distances 
between places in miles and calculate them in kilometres. They will work out the equivalence 
between both units of measure and the group who gets closer to the result will be awarded an 
extra point in the overall mark of the term.

POST TEACHING: 

Students practice the contents of the lesson by playing a guiding game. A blindfolded student 
gets directions from his/her classmates and moves around the classroom avoiding obstacles. –
The performances of the blindfolded students can be timed to add a bit of competition to the 
game. The winning team is rewarded with another extra point.



Homework: Play an interactive game at homematching UK-Spain’s traffic signs.

http://www.games.co.uk/game/i-love-traffic


